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Maidstone United FC, a semi-professional football club in the Ryman League in England, took a major 

financial and sporting gamble when they decided to install a 3G pitch in their new 2,500 capacity 

stadium project back in 2012.  

Hardly any clubs were playing on 3G in England and there was little support for such pitches within 

English football. 3G is still banned above the Ryman League level (Step 7 of the national league 

structure) and The FA did not then permit 3G pitches in The FA Cup and FA Youth Cup. 

Despite this discouraging background Maidstone decided that the business plan for 3G was so 

persuasive that it was the only viable solution for them, in order to create a sustainable and self-

sufficient business structure for the club.  

By the time the project had finished however Maidstone were so exasperated with the practical 

difficulties of design and procurement, together with the lack of independent information available 

on 3G, that they decided to set up an information exchange group of football clubs.  

3G4US was formed and in 2012 it grew to some 50 clubs, information exchange on 3G flourished and 

several new 3G projects were undertaken at semi-professional level at clubs such as Harlow Town, 

Sutton Coldfield and Merthyr.  At the same time Maidstone realised that intensive lobbying on 3G 

would be necessary to change mind-sets in English football, which are extremely conservative.  

After two very wet winters and a multitude of costly postponements attitudes have started to 

change favourably to 3G. Recently Maidstone was invited to put the case for 3G during a special 

presentation to the Football Conference Board.  



Maidstone and 3G4US have taken up the cause of 3G in the national press, radio and television. 

Opinion leaders in sport, the Sports Minister and leading sports journalists, have all praised 

Maidstone for their sustained campaigning for 3G pitches in England. 

3G4US today has 90 members from professional and semi-pro clubs. A recent conference on 3G for 

English football clubs organised by 3G4US, saw 100 delegates get together and debate the issues 

surrounding 3G and hear from experts answering practical questions of how to get a 3G project 

going. 

After two years of campaigning The FA announced only recently that they would allow 3G in all levels 

of The FA Cup competition from next year onwards.  

Maidstone continues to lead the campaign for 3G in England. As the obstacles to 3G are gradually 

removed it should not be forgotten that Maidstone United, by creating 3G4US and its steadfast 

campaigning over two years, have led the way and made much of this change possible. 

 


